VI
INTERLUDE: WINTER JONES, PRINCIPAL
LIBRARIAN (1866-79)
i. WINTER JONES, WATTS AND THE PRINTED BOOKS
OF the men whom Panizzi had trained in the Printed Books and
who had carried out his reforms. Winter Jones was one of the most
useful. Though he had considerable scholarship, doing solid work for
the Hakluyt Society, he was not a specialist, as Watts was on languages
or Major on cartography. Rather he was Panizzi's right-hand man"
and adviser on all details, whether of the Catalogue, of which he was
principal reviser, or of the building of the Reading Room and Iron
Library. He had not obtained the special promotions previously
recommended for him, but on the elder Garnett's death in 1850 he
succeeded naturally as senior to the vacant Assistant Keepership, and
as naturally followed Panizzi as Keeper in 1856. He thus had the
move into the new Room and Iron Library to organize, and very well
it was done. The new space having justified the restoration of the
full purchase grant, he also had during his Keepership the task of
making up the arrears of the previous years, during which the grant
had been, on Panizzi's own reports, cut down for want of shelf room.
On Panizzi's retirement from the Principal Librarianship ten years
later, Jones again followed him. Not so striking a character as his
master and predecessor, he was nevertheless a good Principal Librarian,
in one point perhaps better than Panizzi, for he interested himself
deeply in the work of the Antiquities. In 1877 he had presided over
the Congress which led to the formation of the Library Association,
and he became the Association's first President in the following year,
thus setting a precedent which has been followed by many of the
Museum's leading figures. His great achievement was to secure in
1877 a further improvement in the pay and conditions of service of
the Staff, though they still remained at a lower level than those of
other Civil Servants. With a curious want of imagination Gladstone
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